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Abstract: This study aims to reveal character values that are instilled th

the activities of “CEC” (Character Education Camp). “CEC” is cl) . f:)lugh
State Senior High School 2 Jember to build the students’ characters rf: mzj >
describe the implementation of character education in State Senior H.i h grl o ltg
Jember, this study employed a qualitative method with a case studga Crl:()ch
The research was conducted in State Senior High School 2 Jember Fﬁrtl?g’mzre-
the subjects of research were the teachers, the students and the .pn'ncipal The,
data collection techniques employed observations, interviews and documenta'tions
Then, the data validity in this research used a data triangulation. In addition th(;
data were analyzed using an interactive analysis proposed by Miles and Huberr,nan
The findings show that the”CEC”activities are full of character values needed tc;
build the students’ personalities. Activities within the “CEC” include marching,
prayers on time, training of Nationalism and Love of the Homeland, mealtime
rules, outbound, and inauguration of Bantara. The character values of the activities
are spirituality, self-discipline, honesty, mutual help, mutual respect, and

punctuality.

Introduction

Reorganization of character education for Indonesian society is needed since it is
important to see the dynamics of the changing world order with the strength of
globalization. The impacts of globalization are moral and intellectual degradations
and conflict potentials among groups (race, ethnic, religion) which can then lead to
multidimensional crises in complex contexts. Multidimensional crises faced by
Indonesian citizens should be used as a reference for the improvement of the character
education in a better direction. The nation’s character education is beneficial to
create a civilization that is able to bring the nation’s life to a more qualified and

meaningful direction. |
The establishment of a qualified and meaningful nation life is certainly not
separated from the role of educational institutions, such as schools. Edu§atlon
Also, education provides a

plays an important role in dealing with the changes. | o
clear direction on how to respond to the changes. The changes will beeasier to

Tespond andserve as a foundation in completely realizing the Fieveloprnent of
Indonesian society if education is used as the main pillar in responding the char.lge?.

School as a part of the education systems has a vital function for the na(glon.s
character building. Currently, schools tend to emphasize or.lly.on the aca elmlcf
ability, without accompanied by the character building whichintroduces values

Keywords: Character Education, Camping
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cognitively. In fact, charncter edueation should bring the students to an experience
of value nﬁprecintion affectively and ultimately Lo apply the values in daily life. To
achieve praxis, there is a very important inner experiencethat should be practiced
by the students. Through this experience the students are encouraged to possess
determination to apply the values. This effort is called as Conation. Related tq
this, Buchori (2007) states that the stages Lo guide the students to strengthen their
determination are called as conative steps.

Schools in Indonesia have tried to find ways in instillingcharacter values to the
students. A school that builds the students’ characters through different ways ig
Senior High School 2 Jember (State Senior High School 2 Jember). Self-discipline is
a character that students should possess. Self-discipline can motivate people to do
what they know and what they want as a realization of a personal responsibility for
themselves and for other aspects (John Garno, 2011: 45). The instilling of this
character is very important to know how to introduce self-discipline to students in
State Senior High School 2 Jember. Through the cognitive measures undertaken in
this school it is hoped that the values are applicable to other schools with similar
characteristics. Regarding this, this study aims to investigate the character values
in the activities of “CEC” (Character Education Camp) in State Senior High
School 2 Jember.

Character is a very important part in determining students’ personalities. This
is in line with the statement by Lickona (2013: 50) which states that” character
observing contemporary philosopher Michael Novak, is a compatible miz of all those
wirtues identified by religious traditions, literary stories, the sages and persons of
common sense down through history”. The description means that a character is a
harmonious blending of all policies identified by religious traditions, literary tales,
and experiences of wise men who witnessed a certain historical process.

Wynne says that there are two notions of character; firstly, it shows how a
person behaves, and secondly, the term “character” is closely related to an individual
personality. Besides, Samsuri (2010: 2) states that the term “character” covers at
least two things: values and personalities. Character is a reflection of values which
are inherent in an entity. Moreover, “good character” is a actualization of a good
value possessed by a person, beyond the question of whether “good” is something
“authentic” or is merely a camouflage. This explanation shows that the study of
character education is highly related to the area of moral or ethical philosophy that

is universal, such as honesty. Character education according to FebristinaNuraini
is a system of instilling character values to school communities which includes the
components of knowledge, awareness or willingness, and actions to implement
those values inthe relationship with The One and Only God, self, colleagues,
environment and nation so that later on, people are able to be perfect human
beings (2012: 86).

Regarding the opinion it is concluded that character education is not only
related to relationships with other people but also related to our attitudes towards
The One and Only God, self, environment and nation. Others argue that a character
education as a value education makes “explicit efforts to teach values, and to l}elp
students develop dispositions to act in definite ways” (Curriculum Corporatioth
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" 33). Good and bad issues, virtues, and prioritiesare
f’ .
=

racter education.

cha ((;haracter as a personality aspect is a reflection of the whole personalit f

seall such as mentnli(:.y, c‘):)inion ;md behavior., Furthermore, the lcarn’i};g Oa;
tiquette politeness, an (‘!llb o:n makes cl'mra.cl,er ed}lcation emphasized on actuyal

haviors about how a person’s personality is considered good or bad based on
bente\'t“ al and cultural norms.
co What is an ideal character e'ducat.ior‘l? The definition of character education
<hould include aspects of personality b.ulldm'g which contain dimensions of universal
:'irt,ue values and cultural a.wa.reness in Wh.lCh the norms of life grow and develop.
[ SUMMATY, character (?ducatlon.enables individual transcendental awareness to
manifest it in constructive behaviors based on the lifecontext in which it stands
such as possessing global awareness, but at the same time being capable to take an
action in local contexts. ‘

Character grows from self-esteem both as individua] and as its transformation
to be a part of children of the nation. An independent human or nation will be able
to assert the self-esteem. It is an opinion or a mindset that an independent opinion
will refuse subordination and favor. Moreover, independence is heroism. Independence
is a self-confidence and a pridethat includes an ability to decide what is best for
themselves, and self-achievement to refuse servility. Independence is also an equality
demand. Furthermore, independence is self-esteem, and it changes a servile opinion.
When independence is elevated to the level of nation and state, it is a national
doctrine, a doctrine for freedom and sovereignty, to give priority to national interests,
which is called as the society’s interests. The nonexistence of self-esteem in a
person or society is a defect in education.

According to Timothy Wibowo (2011: 2) character education planning is
intended to answer the various problems of the nation that are currently seen,
heard and perceived. It is identified that the problems arise from the failure in
inserting moral values to the students through an education process. To instill the
values to the students in a different way, “CEC"is proposed as one of the solutions
which is conducted through camping activities. Camping is usually done in a na.tlfre
setting by using a tent. In addition, it is done by a group of people in order to raise
their awareness of nature, to love and to get closer to nature. Camping is also
lamiliar with scouting activities. Since it is related to scout, it is obligatory for the
students {o carry out the camping activities.

According to Sulaeman (1983), camping can provide a certain qufllity of plez‘lsure
tha-t i5 hard to find in other activities as leisure. Camping is a cregtlve recr.eatlonal
“Cuvity and contains elements of education which is done by staylng over night ar;:ll
Sl gome . il et P, Tt e
a&:tivits o goc?d F amotem; & armese Of'the n(ljm r:l f the natllral life by doing
out oo}; . Whmh students are able to experience direc }L-Il mselves physically and
e aCtl\fltleS. Each participant is expected to train thems¢ S g

Alally / Spiritually, Also, the students should be able to instill values o o
o Y, Working ré) d : d organization, self-discipline, dexterity, intelligence,
e, ording . ot il fulness. (Sulaeman, 1983: 2).
nary, patriotism, and skillfulness. (

important, aspects of the
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Cam.p'ing 1s assumed to be able to provide some essential values, such as good
personalities or characters, and mental and physical health. Morcover, it helpsto
prc.)mote loyal, obedient, good, and qualified generations so the studonts’nre nblc; L,o
bl‘llld and developthe NIKRI (Unitary State of the Republic of Indonesia).In line
with the purpose of the camping, the activiticsin character education campstrongly
support the character building. The activities can build students’ physical and mental

conditionsduring the process of character building for the young generation in
Indonesia.

Research Method

This studyisqualitative naturalistic research that aims to find out the character
values in Character Education Camp in one of the Senior High Schools in Jember.
The research setting is State Senior High School 2 Jember which is located at Java
Street No. 16, Jember, East Java. This is one of the leading schools in JemberRegency
that possesses various academic, non-academic achievements, and firm school rules.
This school sets a high commitment in building the students’characters. Improving
the quality of education is further enhanced by the use of audio visual learning
system, as well as the Internet installation.

The research was conducted through the stages of research planning, data
collection which employed observations, interviews, surveys, and documentation,
andresearch report writing.Theinstruments, such as interview guidelines and
observation sheets were validated through an expert judgment. In addition, the
questionnaireswere validated through a try out. Moreover, the technique of data
validity used data triangulation.

The data were analyzed using a data analysis component of interactive model
proposed by Miles & Huberman. The analysis consisted of three components: data
reduction, data presentation, and conclusion/verification (Miles & Huberman, 1992:
16). The qualitative data analysis can be conducted during the research and post-
activity of data collection (Agus Salim, 2006: 22). The analysis starts from the

initial stage to the conclusion of the research results. Therefore, as stated by Miles -

& Huberman, qualitative data analysis is defined as a flow model.

Research Findings and Discussion

On 7 April 2006, the schoolhad made more efforts to improve the quality of education. |
ukantomo,State Senior High School 2 J embersets a ;

Under the supervision of Drs. S
vision of “Actualizingbalanced intellectual and moral competence to reach

competitive achievementsbased on F aith and Piety”. To reach the vision, the 301.1001
performs the following missions: developing a strong passion in learning to achieve

optimal achievements; developing a dem
school environment; improving profession
fraternity, brotherhood and partnership with concepts of asah,
self-discipline, and transparent manageme

excellent and professional public services. .
Senior High School 2 Jemberwas located in 10,996 m?area and consisted of 2

: : . ; subje achers.
classrooms.There were 60 teachers including 7 Social Science subject te

alism in the learning process; developing
asih, asuh; improving

ocratic situation in accordance with the

nt oriented to MPB; and establishing
In the 2006-2007 Academic Year, State -

[ ¥ =SS



CHARACTER EDUCATION cAMPp
269

1 Implementation of Character Education

The implementati.on of.clmmctcr education should include aspects of

developmcnt‘covenng universal values and cultura] awareness in udzhli‘ch)tlf)ersonal
of life grow m‘ld c.le‘velop. Ch“l_'“C"Cl‘ education is able to generate tran -I \ rIlOrms
qwareness of individuals manifested in constructjve behavior b"u;(la(i (SCCW oy
contexts to possess a global awareness, stil] being capable to beh mlvo in . -auj’ o
with the local contexts. avé I accordance

| Cl}g?cti](:s?\lrﬁ:t}(;? éi 21;(; of th.e cdllcqtlonal issu'es whichis considered effective
jn providing alist tication system needs in Indonesia or for Indonesia

citizens. Education does not only prepare students for holding a professi slan
osition only but alsosolve problems appeared in everyday life Therelzore esc;on (Zr a
is a solution toprepare the future. Dealing with it, future bel.ongs to & ’ersgza 1;)ln
prepares her/himself in an early age. P Who

Che}racter education is dynamics of sustained abilitydevelopment in human to
internalize the values so as to produce a stable and active disposition of the individual
These dynamics become more intact, and these elements become the dimensiori
that animates the individual development process. Thus, character is a dynamic
process of the individuals’ logical anthropological structure whichdoes not merely
stopbased on the individuals’ natural determination. However, it is a life effort to
be more integral in overcoming the natural determination of individual and to
engage in self-perfection. '

Zubaedi (2011: 17) defines character education as an effort to instill intelligence
in thinking, appreciation manifested attitudes, and experience in the form of behavior
in accordance with the noble values that become an identity. They are manifested
in the interaction with God, self, society and environment. DonieKoesoema(2010:
194) reveals that character education is promoted individually and socially in
generating a conducive environment for the individuals’ freedom.

Character education shifts from awareness, understanding, concern, and
commitment to actions. This is in line with Mulyasa’s opinion (2013: 3) which
suggests that character education has a more complex meaning than moral education.
It is because character education is not only about right-wrong problems but also
about how to instill good habits in life, so students are expectedpossess awareness,
high understanding, concern and commitment to apply the values in everyday life.

Promoting character education is a government effort to produce the next
and promote

good generations of the nation. School is considered effective to support

qualified young generationsbecause in schools, the students are ta-ught to apply
and to practice the values and norms that exist in the community. Charac.ter
building is applied in State Senior High School 2 Jember, which has a high
COmmitment in building the students’ character. It is evidenced by the firm school

rllleSapplied in the school. vootilling i
During the learning process, the process of student character msLllhr}g is ‘d.lb‘(;
conducted. It is proyen by an activity of reciting AsmaulHusna at the b?glm-ltngl?
e learning process for Muslim students. Dhuha prayer in cougregat.lon is z:J b(;
Schedyeq for Muslim students. The fingerprints system for attendance is providec
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at the sc i
e Cllo?l mosque. In addition, character behnvi ituation i
oy the provided rule book for th stud I. A l e SRt B 1o o ot
‘ s he students and the punishme '
if they disobey the school tules. Sl
Activities in C
1vities in Character Educati i
it Ch.“-.‘c(‘(‘:.““a‘:i!ic‘ l.J(lm'nl,u)n Camp provide the main purpose to build the
Rt I 1 . Lhe instilling ol character values to initiate the above
in blli]dj;l t :1 conducted by the instructors from Battalion 509. It is very effective
g characters that the students should possess.

2- ) i
Character Values in Character Education Camp

(a) Basics of Marching

ic;lm ties for quxcs of -M-a..rching are physical training to improve students’ marching
skills. Thro_ught.he activities, students learn basics of marching andself-discipline.
'I:he values in basics of marchingare self-discipline and hardwork. Hurlock in Syamsu
Yusuf &Nani(2012: 30) suggests that school is a determinant factor in developing
the sl'.thexlts’ personality, in the way of thinking, acting, or behaving. Schools act
as family substitutes, and teachers as school substitutes. Schools cannot be
disregarded, because the generation that will perform every element of a nation-
de.velopment was born at schools. Although there are trends of homeschooling, the
existence of school will remain a mandatory pedestal of people who want to be a
dignified and knowledgeable person.

(b) Nationalism and Love of the Homeland

The materials are -related to Nationalism and Love of the Homeland and the
presentersof the materialsare from TNI (Indonesian National Armed Forces). In
this session, the students are instructed tokiss the land which symbolizes the
motherland. The values that can be taught to the students are a sense of nationalism,
love and respect for the nation. Character Education Camp is an activity to establish
self-discipline and responsibility that is addressed to the students of class X through
the scouting activity. Character is a reflection of humans’ ways of thinking, saying
and behaving. Therefore, it is necessary to generate character education starting
from an early age to produce generations who are able to think critically, positively,
creatively and dynamically and then able to actualize and apply the values into

utterances and behaviors.

(c) On Time Prayers
This activity facilitates the students to perform prayers in congregation on time,
including tahajud and dhuhaprayers regularly. The values taught are spirituality
and self-discipline. The results of educational research by Michael Russel (Syamsu
Yusuf & Nani, 2012: 31) suggest that the definition of an effective school is an
institution which is able to develop academic achievements, social skills, politeness,
positive attitude toward learning, low absenteeism, and work skills for students.
Based on this definition, school is not only a place to learn cerlain lessons, to
produce rankings, to become a class champion, and to pass exams but also‘a‘pluce
to play a role in training social skills, as the essence of a school. However, it 15 not
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oly understood by people that this social skill is born in the rea] discipli
' ’ al discipline

vomplt?t
of S(’Ci(‘t.‘"
fealtime Rules

) A
@ - . Educat -
in the Character Education Camp is timed and the provided portion must

Eating . - s in srb it .
S finished by him/her or assisted by others. An undisciplined behavior in this
qotivity 1 not allowed. The values taught in this activity are honesty, punctuation
:thitlldt?. and mutual help. ,

(e) Inauguration ofBantara

The inauguration of Bantarais held on the last day of camp with a ceremony and
come activities. Through the activities, the students were instructed to go into a
muddy pond that used to be a catfish pond to take a Bantaraemblem. The values
that are taught are persistence and determination in reaching a goal.

The implementation of the nation’ s character education must be based on
noble values of this nation as mentioned in Pancasila, The 1945 Constitution,
Bhineka Tunggal Ika, and NKRI (Unitary State of the Republic of Indonesia). If
the overall values are implemented with a high commitment, the whole society and
the younger generation of Indonesia will become a tough generation and will be
able to face all challenges of this era. Generating good citizens needs to be supported
by character education and development of school culture; in this case it means the
culture of the school environment.

The nation development is determined by the quality of Human Resources.
Human resources are born in an educational institution that we are familiar with
the term “school”. The development of a country cannot be merely assessed by the
physical development that the citizens can use. Behind the physical and infrastructure
development lie many ideas that are managed in a certain way by stakeholders.

In addition, various policies have been issued by both the government and the
private sectors for the contributions of the nation development. A factor determining
the policy which is capable of bringing benelfits is culture. Culture is the result of the

educational process itself as stated by VigotksyinSyamsu Yusuf &Nani (2012: 83)
hat determine the development

that mentions that school is one of the cultural agents t
of adolescentways of thinking. Through culture, school will be a place where the
teachers are able to give exemplary behaviors in real contextsto the students.
Character Education Camp in State Senior High School 2 J emberwasconducted
due to a problem related to the mandatory scouting activities for the students
which were regularly conducted before such as trainings of Bantara, and
competitions.Instead of successfully building the students’ characters, problems
and complaints from parents who disagreed with the aclivities appeared. ’Il‘he metl-locl
Used to instill responsibility is the method of value clarification (giving advice,
Punishment and reward), and modelling method (Leader Modelling). One way that
“an be used to build student character is scouting that is compulsory for all stu(lent.s.
i School as the second home for students is the first and foremost i_nstitutlon .u}
ilding the students’ character. State Senior High School 2 J emberbuildsstudents
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charactersbyfostering the character values in the school environment. Character

EducationCamp is held as a way to build the students’ characters. Character
Education Camp was initiated due to confusion in how to educate students to
possess good characters and how to avoid complaints from the parents. It is the
reason why students’ characters are built through the activities of Character
Education Camp which also generate students’ sell-discipline.

Self-discipline needs to be instilled in students’ characters. By doing so they
will be able to live more orderly and set a clear target of success. This is in line
with the implementation of Character Education Camp activities in State Senior
High School 2 Jemberwhich establish self-discipline, spirituality, responsibility,
independence, honesty, care, and other characters. The values of Character Education
Camp containnationalism, love of homeland, and some activities such as basics of
marching, outbound, campfire, and inauguration of Bantara.

Students who disobey the rules during Character Education Camp or the ones
who often violate the rules at the school are given punishments, such as shouting,
walking, running, pushing up and so on. These punishments are really helpful and
meaningful for the students. Each student is required to participate in this Character
Education Camp. If he/she does not join, he/she should participate in the next;
Character Education Camp with the juniors. Character Education Camp is free of!
charge because it is already included in the student admissionexcept the scout staff:
(walking stick). k

The students who have participated in Character Education Camp are more
organized, obedient, and disciplined. After joining the Character Education Camp,
it seemed that they are more excited in learning and attending other school activities.
The implementation of Character Education Camp is considered successful to achieve.
values as the objectives. The values taught are honesty, self-discipline, religionf§
togetherness, tolerance, nationalism and others. 3

School culture is an aspect that affects the student character building. Self:
discipline can be improved by the establishment of school culture that appliesschool]
rules firmly and consistently. Thus, every member of the school, especially students;
will perform disciplinedattitudes. It is in accordance with the model of charactér
education activities according to Mary Humphrey (2005: 11) which is presented

below:

NSRS LN

4

PP

Suia

Table

Model of Character Education Activities )
Right Action Night Speech 7
1. Being Responsible 1. DBeing respectful J
2. Showing perseverance 2. Using polite words ‘
3. Keeping promise 3. Choosing words that do not hurt others’ feeling
4. Showing kindness 4. Choosing motivating words _
Right Thought No Action L.,
- —

1. Thinking of others’ needs 1. Using intuition

2. Planningwith care and consideration 2. Using senses

3. Considering what is fair and right 3. Gathering information through observation |
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Based on t.hc' definitions, it is uncl(?rsLO(.)(l thatl the model of character education
- +ties is done in several steps and with different approaches. Also, using intuition,
ncf‘lh‘ '_ and conducting observations without performing actions are used as a model
sen-*Cb)'h" the character education. This means that the used model depends on the
to (:l} and the conditions that exist. The model is related to each other, because
::;i, n~ it is applied, there will be an evaluation drawing certain conclusions from the
model.
Conclusion
Character Education CamP activities held by State Senior High School 2 Jemberare
full of character values which are necessary to build the students’ personalities. It
< held because there. were problems anfl complaints from parents who do not agree
with the scouting actlv%tx.es that are obligatory for students such asBantaratrainings
and competitions. Instilling a c.hara.cter of responsibility to the students employs a
method of value clarification (giving advice, punishment and reward) and modelling
method (Leader Modelling). The “CEC” activities assisted by instructors from
Battalion 509 are very effective in building the characters that should be possessed
by the students. :

Activities and materials in Character Education Camp include basics of
marching, performing prayers on time,and activities of promoting nationalism and
Love of the Homeland, mealtime Rules, outbound, and inauguration of Bantara.
The character’s values in the activitiesare spirituality, self-discipline, honesty, mutual

help, mutual respect, and punctuality.
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